
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A GREAT LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR JUSTINE JACKSON AT  

ROUNDS 1 & 2 OF THE 2010 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA TDI CUP SERIES  

The 2010 Volkswagen Jetta TDI Cup Series kicked off its season with its two 

opening rounds at the VIRginia International Raceway on April 23-25. Justine 

Jackson, rookie driver in the #40 Project Podium sponsored car had a great 

weekend finishing 21
st
 and 19

th
 in Races 1 and 2 respectively. But it wasn’t the 

results that made her weekend a great one.  

The 2010 Volkswagen Jetta TDI Cup Series marked the first time that Justine 

would race in a car having had 6 & ½ years of Karting experience. It all began on 

Thursday when Justine and her dad, Andrew arrived at the track early to get 

properly seated in her car and later on a track walk with driving instructors Jan 

Heylen, Andy Lee, Ryan Arciero and Mark Miller with on track action starting at 8 

am Friday morning. In practice 1 Justine ended the session 14 seconds off of the 

pace but with further analysis of her data with the driving instructors and more 

seat time, by the end of race 2 Justine was 2.5 seconds off of the fastest lap of 

the race!  

Race 1 was a good race for Justine. Despite running around the back, she was 

able to show why she loves to race and why she’s in this series having fought 

back and forth with guest driver Tony Swan and huge race veteran. Race 2 was 

a bit of a disappointment. Justine got off to a great start and picked up 2 places 

going into turn 1 but was unintentionally tapped on the rear bumper and spun. 

Returning to the track she spun again, forgetting that her tires had dirt on them. 

She would lose 23 seconds to those ahead. Despite a bad first lap Justine kept 

her head down and fought her way back up, making up those 23 seconds 

finishing a respectable 19
th
 place.  

Justine had this to say: 

“What a great weekend! Despite some disappointing results I had so much fun 
this weekend, the most I’ve had racing in a long time. My goal for the weekend 
was to get comfortable in the car and to gain as much seat time as possible and 
that’s exactly what I did. And it showed in my improvement in my lap times and 
confidence on track. It was so awesome getting to work with all the other drivers 
and the driving instructors who were so willing to help out! This race weekend 
was not only my first race in a car but my first race in the United States along 
with several other series. I was especially excited to see the Rolex Sports Car 
Series. I learnt so much throughout the weekend and there are so many great 
people involved in the series and I feel so blessed to be a part of it! A big thank 
you to my sponsors Project Podium and its partners, Jetcon Corporation, and the 
wonderful support of the Helle Nice Foundation. I could never have done this 
without my Heavenly Father and I’m so grateful for such a great opportunity. I’m 
really looking forward to Round 3 at The New Jersey Motorsports Park and I 
can’t wait to get on track and continue to learn more and move up in the pack!” 


